About the Director

Mr. Sam D. Small, M.Ed., was born and raised in Mobile, Alabama.  He earned a bachelor’s degree in psychology from the University of Alabama and a master’s degree in education from the University of South Alabama.  Mr. Small has taught in public, private, and Jewish institutions.   Although he became a Bar Mitzvah under the conservative movement, Mr. Small joined the reform movement while in high school.  At age 14, Mr. Small taught his first Hebrew School class, and the 2009-2010 year will be his 15th year teaching Religious School, Hebrew School, or a combination of both.  Mr. Small has worked in four different congregations in the Southeast.  In addition, he has privately tutored many Bar and Bat Mitzvah students at the Springhill Avenue Temple.


Mr. Small holds teaching licenses in both Alabama and Georgia.  He currently teaches chemistry at Bayside Academy, in Daphne, Alabama.  In the fall, he will begin his eighth year teaching in secular schools.  He has taught elementary, middle, and high school.  Mr. Small’s certification in Georgia allows him to evaluate other teachers, as part of the Georgia Teacher Education Program.  He has served as a team leader, science department chair, and his team at Chamblee Middle School, in Atlanta, Georgia won “team of the year” in 2000 for the entire Atlanta area.

Sam Small is married to Ada Small, his wife of 5 years.  They have one daughter, Dori, and a dog named Tucker.  Ada was born in Latvia and raised in Atlanta, attending Jewish day school.  She became a Bat Mitzvah at Orveh Shalom Sephardic Synagogue.  This will be Ada’s 6th year teaching Religious School.  Ada currently works for Subway Restaurants as a field consultant and inspector.  When Sam and Ada are not working, they enjoy traveling, exploring new restaurants, and spending time on Dauphin Island.
